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Easter 6 17th May 2020 

Note 

This act of worship is presented as it would normally be used 

by a congregation, with congregational responses in bold. 

Even though you are reading the whole service to yourself; 

there is a similar dynamic of receiving the word then 

responding in your heart and the usual format has therefore 

been maintained. 

The use of ‘us’ is also maintained as worship is never a 

private and singular matter. Wherever and whenever we are, 

we are the whole people of God. 

An advantage of using this worship in your own home means 

that you can take it at your own pace and allow more space 

for prayerful reflection before moving forward. This may 

apply particularly during the prayers of penitence and of 

intercession. 

Preparation 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ  

be with you. 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Hymn 

To be read (or sung) as a prayer 

Blest are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see our God; 

the secret of the Lord is theirs, 

their soul is Christ’s abode. 

The Lord, who left the heavens 

our life and peace to bring, 

to dwell in lowliness with men, 

their pattern and their king; 

Still to the lowly soul 

he doth himself impart, 

and for his dwelling and his throne 

chooseth the pure in heart. 

Lord, we thy presence seek; 

may ours this blessing be; 

give us a pure and lowly heart, 

a temple meet for thee. 

Prayers of Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and 

evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 

heart. 

Jesus Christ, risen Master  

and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us.  

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Collect 

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Readings 

Acts 17.22-31 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 

‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in 

every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown 

god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed 

anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 

times of their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, 27so that they would 

search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him 
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- though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For 

“In him we live and move and have our being”; as even 

some of your own poets have said, “For we too are his 

offspring.” 29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not 

to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 

image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will 

have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 

all by raising him from the dead.’  

1 Peter 3.13-22 

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 

good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 

you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not 

be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 

Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone 

who demands from you an account of the hope that is 

in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 

your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, 

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 

may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for 

doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to 

suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 

to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, 

but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in 

former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you – not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 

authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

Gospel 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord 

John 14.15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: 15‘If you love me, you will 

keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 

for ever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he 

will be in you. 18I will not leave you orphaned; I am 

coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 

also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in 

my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have 

my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 

and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

VE day is now over a week ago but as I write the 

memories are still fresh. The song I find most poignant 

and which always brings a tear to the eye is, ‘We’ll meet 

again’. The line, “So will you please say hello to the folks 

that I know; tell them I won't be long”, always catches 

me out. There was just so much grief from the death of 

each one of those who didn’t come back, and there is 

still so much grief in current times in the death of each 

one of those who die from Covid-19. In one sense, the 

death of many due to one event is no different from the 

death of every individual who has ever lived. What 

makes it different is the collective impact of many 

deaths from a big event on society at large. We realise 

afresh that we are bound together and what affects one 

affects all. Also, when we get to a certain age, none of 

us is immune from the loss of loved ones and feelings of 

grief can re-surface as we feel their loss afresh. It’s why 

many of us will cry at funerals even though the person 

who has died may not have been very close. 

What though has grief and tears to do with the 

resurrected Christ? It highlights for us the difference 

made by the resurrection and ascension of one person, 

Jesus. And, crucially, where Christ is now, we all shall be 

– raised with him in heaven. God didn’t raise Jesus just 

on his own account. ‘Well bully for Jesus’ might be a 

legitimate response to such an event. No, the whole 

Christ event is far bigger in impact than one man’s life. It 

is because Christ was raised that we are all raised. We 

hear in John’s gospel, “because I live, you also will live”. 

This is our hope. Grief is about missing people we have 

loved and lost, but alongside the grief is the hope that 

they live on in another life. 

Our readings today also say something about how we 

experience the reality of the risen Christ. 

As we hear in the reading from Acts, “indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. For in him we live and move 

and have our being”. From the letter of Peter we hear 

that Christ is the voice of conscience in each of us. And, 

from John’s gospel, “You know him, because he abides 

with you, and he will be in you.” They all speak of the 
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indwelling Christ, the Christ who lives in the hearts of 

those who love him. 

By implication, if we know the risen Christ in our 

hearts, then it is also how we know the risen life of 

loved ones who have died. They too live in our hearts - 

in the memories, in the shared acts of love, in the voice 

of conscience we might hear now and then.  

Resurrection is universal, bigger than the man Jesus who 

lived and died two millennia ago and can be a current 

reality for us all.  

And one last footnote as it were - Christ is not the 

surname of Jesus! The pre-incarnate Word of God, as in 

the first chapter of John’s gospel, was made flesh in 

Jesus who was born in a particular time and place. Jesus 

was what God looks like as a human being. Jesus lived 

and died on the cross. It is Christ who was raised from 

the dead, no longer quite recognisable as the man Jesus. 

He became known in the naming of Mary at the tomb, 

in the breaking of bread at Emmaus and in other ways in 

his resurrection appearances – but his identity wasn’t 

immediately clear until he did or said something that 

broke through in a moment of realisation to his 

followers. He ascended back into heaven taking all 

humanity with him. We can come to know Jesus 

through the stories in the gospels but it is the risen 

Christ whom we know now, the one who is universal 

and not confined to a particular time and place, the one 

who lives in our hearts by faith, the one in whom we 

live and move and have our being. 

† In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

Christ, our exalted Lord has been given all authority. 

Let us seek his intercession 

that our prayers may be perfected by his prayer. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Great high priest, 

living for ever to intercede for us, 

pray for the Church, your broken body in the world … 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

King of righteousness, 

enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 

pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle 

rule … 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Son of Man, 

drawing humanity into the life of God, 

pray for your brothers and sisters in need,  

distress or sorrow …  

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Pioneer of our salvation, 

bringing us to glory through your death and 

resurrection, 

surround with your saints and angels 

those who have died trusting your promises … 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Lord over all things, 

ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 

pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for  

work in your service … 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Risen and ascended Lord,  

keep the Church in the unity of your spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order  

to worship at your feet; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father  

and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Closing Prayer 

God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Blessing 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make us perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

 




