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Coastal Benefice of Seaton & Beer
The Church Office Colyford Road, Seaton, Devon, EX12 2DF
(01297) 23656  seatonchurch@hotmail.co.uk
www.coastalchurch.org.uk

01/06/2023
Dear 
Firstly, thank you so much for booking your wedding at St Gregory’s Church, Seaton. We shall be praying for you as you move through arranging your wedding, the day itself and beyond. 

This letter is to update you on fees information, arrange for the reading of your banns and details of the Minister taking your wedding.
Wedding Minister /Rehearsal 
As soon as I have the details of the Minister conducting your wedding I will put you in touch with each other. 
Identity Checks/ Banns
In order for your Banns to be read, I will need to complete identity checks for you both. If you both have a valid passport I will need to see you and the passport together. If you do not have one, let me know and I will tell you which other documents will need to be seen, 

Once your identity has been checked, the banns will need to be read here at St Gregory’s. The dates that we would like to read them are 

It’s lovely for you, and family if possible, to be there for the reading of the Banns.  Not least because it gives you the opportunity to imagine how you want the church to look on your wedding day.  I appreciate though that getting ready for a wedding is a busy time, and attendance is not compulsory.  Having said that, do ensure that you don’t get so distracted with all the preparation that when the day comes you just want to get it over and done with.  Take time to stop and reflect on why you’re doing this.
Wedding Certificate
On your wedding day you, your witnesses and the minister will sign a ‘Wedding Document’. I will the return this to our local registrar’s office. Once 21 days from the date of your wedding has elapsed, you will need to follow this link to order and pay for copies of your Wedding Certificate.

https://www.devon.gov.uk/registrationservice/certificates/apply-for-a-copy-certificate

Fees
Attached to this letter are details of the fees that are requested. You will see compulsory fees listed, these are for the wedding itself. Other fees relate to heating and bells etc. On it you will see that I have listed your paid deposit. Please complete this form and return it to me so that I may arrange your requests. 
The rest of this letter is to remind you of a few things which may still need arranging regarding your service in church, and to let you know what the costs will be.  Please read through the letter carefully and do get back to me with any queries.

Music: Some couples use recorded music, which can be played from your own phone or CD through our sound system.  Others bring in their own musicians.  Many prefer to use our traditional church organ, or even a mix of all three.  If you require the organist let me know and I will you in touch with one. 
Flowers:  You’re welcome to decorate the church with flowers, ribbons, etc, for the big day.  Some couples bring in florists, others do the decorations with friends and families.  We have a team that usually looks after the church flowers week by week.  Even if you are bringing in decorations yourselves, please let us know what is being planned so we can advise on what is and is not practical.
Photography and video:  It’s great to have a record made of your celebrations and photographers and videographers are welcome in the service.  At the rehearsal or before the service we are free to talk with them about a few do’s and don’ts that we ask to be observed as a mark of respect for the importance of the occasion.  Because of copyright laws we are required to charge a fee if an audio recording is made of any part of the service.  This includes amateur recordings.  We discourage members of the congregation from taking pictures and recording during the service; they are there to celebrate with you, not to stare at a glass screen.  And besides, the pro’s will do a far better job.

Confetti:  Yes, of course.  But please, only confetti which will biodegrade.  No plastic.

The Wedding:  Relax.  Take a deep breath.  Remember to drink some water.  It’s going to be all right. We’ve taken plenty of weddings and we’ll get you through this one.  All you need to do is turn up and say, “I will.”

Finally, finally, my prayers are with you both as you approach your wedding day.  Do get in touch if you have anything you wish to discuss.

Yours sincerely

Tracey Voysey
Parish Administrator 
Coastal Mission Community
St Gregory’s Church, Seaton, is a Registered Charity No 1127403.
St Michael’s Church, Beer, is a Charity under the Charities Act 1993.


